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The Aurora Borealis 
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This is the Aurora, a publication of the Barony of Borealis 
of the Society For Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Aurora 
is available from Valgard af hus Vendrer or Edwina of Loxley, 
P,O. Box 159, Gibbons, AB TOA lN0. It is not a corporate 
publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., 
and does not delineate SCA policies, 
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Announcements: 

- Archery Practice at the residence of Joan 
the Just. Call (403) 986-6623 for schedule 
and directions. 

- Vacant Baronial positions must be filled. 
List Mistress, Water Bearer. Those 
interested please send resumes to the 
Seneschal. 

-Attention: The Barony of Borealis is looking 
for a Steward. The position would be a 
deputy of the Chatelaine and responsible for 
keeping track of Baronial property such as 
regalia. Letters of application should be 
sent to their Excellencies, the Baron & 
Baroness, and to the Baronial Seneschal. 

- Baronial Meeting will be held at Quad War 
on June 3, time to be arranged. 

- Bids for SilverWolf Champions tourney 
(September 23) will be accepted until June 
1st. Send bids to the Baronial Seneschale, 
Countess Helena. 

- The Groaning Board has decided to release a 
list of their upcoming events, in order that 
participants may better prepare themselves 
(ie: making a special costume) if they so 
desire. These events will be held over the 
next couple of years. We encourage and 
appreciate any extra effort that quests make, 
and to that end, we will occasionally hold 
advance workshops if they are deemed helpful. 
Each event will include a free lecture 
(pertaining to the event theme), a period 

menu, special entertainment, and dancing. 
All reservations must be paid two weeks in 
advance of the event. 

I. German Hunting Lodge (c. 1400) 
(Held Feb 11,1995) 
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Baronial Calendar 

June 

Quad War Bordergate 

Capilano Dance Hall Veraquilon 
Knights Templar & Other Military Orders 

Lake lands 

Business Meeting 
The War Horse 

Dragons layer 

Paper Making 

Veraquilon 
Lake lands 

Montengarde 

Veraquilon 

CP Avacal Champions Tourney 
Cold Keep 

Projects Night Veraquilon 
Medieval Cooking & Herbology 

Lake lands 

July 

Capilano Dance Hall 

7-9 Coronation 

Veraquilon 

Wealdsmere 

Veraquilon 12 

* 

Business Meeting 

Lakelands weekly meetings are held in 
the Grand Centre Public Library unless 
otherwise noted. 

The submission deadline for the July 
issue of the Aurora is June 15th. The 
publishing and distribution date will be June 
28th. 

The Aurora is available for $16 per annum (12 
issues). All cheques and money orders are to 
be made payable to: 

"ASCA - Barony of Borealis" 

LESSER OFFICES 

CONSTABLE Yeoman Eadwulf macRuthven 
Robert Reader Ph (403) 986-6623 
RR#l Leduc, AB T9E 2Xl 

CHATELAINE HL Dagmar af Hjorring 
Shelley Ann Jensen Ph (403) 465-7344 
10311 - 56 St., Edmonton, AB T6A 2Jl 

CHRONICLER Valgard af hus Vendrer and 
and EDITOR, Edwina of Loxley 

Maxwell Garrison & Linda Yoner 
mgarriso@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 

Ph (403) 923-2864 
PO Box 159, Gibbons, AB TOA lNO 

GOLD KEY Eowyn the Charming Ph (403) 469-1873 
7307 - 86 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6B OK6 

SENESHALATES OF THE BARONY _OF BQREALIS 

CANTON OF VERAQUILON 

Lord Eadwulf macRuthven 
Robert Reader 
RR#l Leduc, AB T9E 2Xl 

Ph (403) 986-6623 

CANTON OF LAKELAND 

Matsuda Takashi 
Greg Dorrington Ph (403) 594-2510 
#38 5612 - 53 Ave., Grand Centre, AB TOA lTl 

Conal Fitz Allen 
Don Allen 

Far North Contact 

#201 5102 - 51 Street, Yellowknife, NWT XlA 1S7 



OFFICERS OF THE BARONY OF BOREALIS 

BARON Alfheim der Wundersman 
BARONESS Adelaine Von Schwarzwald 

SENESCHAL 

HERALD 

Gail and Stewart Hiar Ph (403) 594-1083 
Stewart.Hiar@Wolfden.com 
Box 1865 Medley, AB 
TOA 2MO 

GREAT_OFFICES 

Jarla Helena of 
Lisa Shwydiuk 
3103 - 36B Ave. 
T6T 1H4 

Birka 
Ph (403) 463-5536 

Edmonton, Ab 

Yeoman Mordecai Salzer 
Richard Slansky Ph (403) 435-2051 
rms@mercury.uah.ualberta.ca 
apt B4, 11130 - 68 Ave. Edmonton, AB 
T6H 2C2 

EXCHEQUER Alys Sylfrloc of Aelsmera 
Pat Routledge Ph (403) 440-2393 
pat.routledge@ualberta.ca 
4711 - 35 Avenue Edmonton, AB T6L 3P8 

MASTER OF Albrecht von Rugen 
STABLES Pat Jackson Ph (403) 486-0532 

8324 - 164th St., Edmonton, AB 

MINISTER Cennet 
OF ARTS Ken Reader Ph (403) 986-6623 
&_ SCIE_NCES RR#l Leduc, AB T9E 2Xl 

Canton of Veraquilon Weekly meetings are held on Wednesday 
evenings at 8:30 pm in Education North, Room 4-110 at the U of A. All 
Gentles attending meetings are requested to wear Period Attire (or 
reasonable attempt thereof) with the exception being Council Meetings. 

Canton of Lakelands Fight Practices each Tuesday evening, 7: 00pm 
at Assumption High School. Contact Alfheim 594-1083 
Classes on various topics take place each Wednesday evening, 7:00pm. 
see calender for topics and locations. 

Canton of VerAquilon Fighter Practice Please do not 
hesitate to contact Lord Otto Gruber@ 468-6783 for more information. 

Canton of VerQuilon Fencing Practice Call (403) 986-6623 
for information. 

Dance Practise is held every second Monday in the Dimwoodie Lounge, 
in SUB, at the U of A, from 7:30pm until 10pm. Those wishing more 
information are requested to contact Mordecai Saltzer (Rick Slansky) at 
435-2051. 

The Groaning Board meets monthly to research and plan for our 
thrice-yearly feasts. It is our mandate to provide an opportunity for 
developing excellence in period culinary arts, as well as the science of 
planning events and autocratting them. If you share our interest, we 
welcome you. We have a structure for advancement and recognition of the 
attainment of our goals, based on the period guild system. For more 
information regarding meeting times and place, phone HL Eleanora fitz John 
(mka Leeanna Ryan) 449-6834 

The Gravid Baroness Tavern 

Sargeants are running the June Tavern. There 
will be a sargeants only goods and services 
auction, goods and services provided by same. 

As an example, John Macleod will offer a 
scroll done by himself, the higher the bid, 
the more ornate the scroll. 

Tavern type food. $2.00 door fee. 



June 3 

June 10 

June 24 

July 15 

Aug 5 

Aug 12 

Adeline and Alfheim 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 1995 

(tentative) 

Quad war, Bordergate(Avacal Tier I) 

Uprising War, Principality of Artemesia 

Champion's Tourney, Cold Keep (Avacal 
Tier I) 

Coronation, Wealdsmere, (An Tir Tier I) 

Clinton War, LionsGate, (An Tir Tier I) 

Hinton demo, no event 

Aug 18-20 Baroness 1 War, Terra Pomeria (An Tir 
Tier I) 

Sept 1-4 Crown, Ramsgaard (An Tir Tier I) 

Sept 8-10 Avacal war vs. Artemesia; Artemesia 

Sept 23 Silverwolf,Veraquilon (Avacal T II) 

Oct 14 Serjeants' testing (Avacal T I I) 

Oct 28 Bordergate Champions (Avacal T I I) 

Nov 18 Lakeland Theme feast (Avacal T II) 

Dec 2 Jule Feast, Veraquilon (Avacal T I) 

II. Chaucer: an English tavern (c. 1350) 
(to be held July 15, 1995) 

III. Richard III: a Trial by his Peers 
(England, 1485) 

IV. Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Courts of 
Love (France, 1175) 

V. Midsummer's Eve: A Celebration (England, 
1600) 

VI. Renaissance Masked Ball: All is Not What 
it Seems (Italy, 1460) 

VII. Don Quixote: Shades of Spain (1605) 
VIII.Hamlet: Something's Rotten in the State 

of Denmark! (Daneland, 1050) 

Baroness Mistress Mistress Laurel's Once in a 
lifetime Spring Cleaning Sale; Hundreds of 
meters of material and trim, buckram, hats, 
glassware, jewelry, light sticks, games, 
costumes, curtains, photos, and much, much 
more. Start saving for this event today. 
Cash Sales today. Merchants table at 
DragonSlayer. 

Found at May Tavern, One drinking vessel. To 
claim, call Jane Woods, (403) 465-6811 

Aurora Cover and Art Contest 

The populace is asked to design, draw and 
submit artwork for a permanent cover for the 
Aurora. The winning entry will be picked by 
popular vote at a future event in Borealis. 
Prizes will be awarded for the top entries. 
(Prizes have not be determined at this time, 
but will include a bottle of mead, and may 
include a bottle of Valgard's Brandy Plums). 
Non-winning entries will go into the pending 
art file and may be used as filler art in 
future issues, at the discretion of the 
Editors. 
For further information contact the 
Chroniclers, Valgard and Edwina, at (403) 
923-2864 (no calls after 10pm, please) 



Due to personal reasons the Groaning Board feast 
on June 10, 1995 has been moved to July 15,1995. 
The new reservation date deadline will be July 1, 
1995. If there are not enough reservations by 
this date the event will be cancelled. For 
further information please contact Edwina of 
Loxley mka Linda Yoner at (403) 923-2864. (e-mail 
to mgarriso@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca) 

"Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote 
The droghte of March hath perced to the toote, 
And bathed every veyne in swich licour, 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 
Whan Zephirus eek with his sweete breeth 
Inspired hat in every bolt and heeth 
The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Ram his halfe cours yronne, 
And smale foweles maken melodye, 
That slepen al the nyght with open eye, 
So priketh hem nature in hir corages; 
Thanne logen folk to goon on pilgrimages ... " 

" ... When in April the sweet showers fall 
And pierce the drought of March to the root, and all 
The veins are bathed in liquor of such power 
As brings about the engendering of the flower, 
When also Zephrus with his sweet breath 
Exhales an air in every grove and heath 
Upon the tender shoots, and the young sun 
His half-course in the sign of the Ram has run, 
And the small fowl are making melody 
That sleep away the night with open eye 
(So nature pricks them and their heart engages) 
Then people long to go on pilgrimages ... " 

The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer~ 1386-1400 AD 

Yes! The Groaning Board is back - this time we are 
in the Tabard Tavern. The date is July 15, 1400: 
the Tabard Tavern is a cosy place to spend a night 
on the road to Canterbury. Mingle with gentry, 
hear a few tales, sing some songs, kick up your 
heels before resuming the toil of pilgrimage ... 

The SCA Kingdom-level Awards (Part I of 6) 

By Master Thorvald Grimsson, OL, OP, OGGS, Yeoman 

[This informative series is reprinted by permission of the author] 

This six-part article is about th<: seven rnaJor kindom-level awards 
in An Tir. It describes the meaning of each award, describes the duties 
and responsibilities that go with it, and discusses what it is given for, and 
what it is lli21 given for. It gives details of the recommendation, decision 
and presentation process. 

The article contains my personal interpretation of how the award 
system actually works, rather than how · 1 think it ought to work. To 
collect a more complete and balanced picture you should also talk to other 
long-time SCA members, including peers. 

The lowest level of award carries with it an "award" of arms, and 
is called simply the Award of Arms. /\ wards of arms rank higher than the 
general populace. The middle level of award carries with it a "grant" of 
arms. There are two awards of equal rank at this level, the Goutte de 
Sang and the Jambe de Lion. Grants of arms rank higher than Awards of 
Arms. In An Tir there is no grant of arms level of award for martial arts. 
The earned ranks of Serjeant, Yeoman, and Gallant serve instead as the 
middle level of recognition. The award structure at these levels differs in 
each of the kingdoms. 

The top level of award carries with it a "patent" of arms. There 
are four awards of equal rank at this level: Pelican, Laurel, Mastery of 
Arms, and Knighthood. Persons with patents of arms belong to the 
Peerage, and are called Peers. They rank higher than persons with grants 
of arms. Members of the Peerage, even though they may hold no offices, 
nevertheless have a permanent obligation to help the kingdom run 
smoothly and medievally. The award structure at the patent of arms level 
is the same across all the kingdoms of the known world. 

Anyone (this means X-Ql!) may write a letter to Their Majesties 
recommending anyone for any award. If you actually want your letter 
read, type it neatly or write it Yf<O'. legibly. Do not calligraph. Note that 
a number of independently-written letters are always more convincing than 
a multi-signature petition. 

fq,-'f J <JJ?tll,at,f~d 

fl ~q:i ,:ssu ,e . 



.~ullJ OC.oronation 
~U{lJ 7 - 9t il.e. XXX 

The Shire of Wealdsmere 
would like to invite you to 
attend the Coronation of the 
Successors to the throne of 
Tjorkill and Elowyn. The event 
will be held midway between 
the incipient shires of Pendale 
and Silverhart, at Farragut State 
Park (4 miles east of Athol, ID). 

The site will open at 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, July 7 and close at 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 9. 

Reservations for space on the 
Eric may be made by . con
tacting: 
Baroness Elayne Greybeard 

(mka: Helene Mir) 
(509) 924-6428 
E 11723 4th, Spokane, WA 

99206 
Priority for Eric space will be 
given to Royal Peers, Kingdom 
officers and Group pavilions. 
Period pavilions only, please. 
Include your SCA and modern 
names, branch, address, phone 
and size of space (width and 
depth, including guide ropes. 

Merchants please send res~rv
ations to the Autocrat by June 
19. Merchant fee of $5 
required, payable to Shire of 
Wealdsmere. Include inform-

ation as above plus business 
name and type of wares. 
Merchants only may enter site 
at 1 :00 p.m. Friday for setup. 

If you have any contests or 
competitions to run, please 
contact the Autocrat. Wealds
mere will be sponsoring an Arts 
and Sciences Champ- ionship. 

His Majesty Tjorkill has 
requested to: "Please try to 
make provisions for all cars and 
RVs to be parked in the 
parking area ::md not at the 
campsites. We would 
appreciate it if you could 
reinforce this with the 
attendees." Volunteers to assist 
with parking enforcement on 
Friday evening and Saturday 
morning would be greatly 
appreciated! 

Autocrat: 
HLS Darbie of lronmaid 

(mka: Darbie J Marlin) 
524 W Euclid, Spokane, WA 
99205-4912 (written 

correspondence preferred) 
(509) 325-6991 or fax: (509) 
328-8680. Calls will be·, 
returned collect. 

June, A.S. xxx 

~eolbsmeret a ilrl~ onb 2clences 
L~ ttml'ion~fJilJ 

ilrtieon~ of iln ~irt ~r~lJ ottenb! ! 

Join us at July Coronation and participate in Wealdsmere's Arts 
and Sciences Champion competition. Entrants should be 
residents of An Tir but do not need to be paid members of the 
S.C.A. 

There will be eight categories. To qualify for the championship 
overall award, you must enter at least five categories. The 
categories are: 

♦ Hats ♦ Decorative Metalwork/Jewelry 
♦ Footwear ♦ Qecorative woodwork ♦ Calligraphy 
♦ Needlework ♦ Leatherwork ♦ Illumination 

Items must not be more than two years old and must not have 
won in any prior contests. Items will be judged on authenticity, 
design, complexity, appearance and workmanship. 
Documentation is always a plus. Please limit your entires to 
items two years old or less that have not won in_ prior 

- competitions. 

The contest will run Saturday, July 8. Judging' and populace 
choice voting will take place on Saturday afternoon. 
Participants may pick up their entries after 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. 

There will be awards for the top three in each category, a 
populace choice award and a smalls award: The A&S 

· Champion of Wealdsmere will be announced at closing court. 

If you have any questions, contact Wealdsmere Mistress of 
Arts, HLS Kelta the Capricious (mka: Kelly A. Baldwin), 
Box 30, Mead, WA 99021 (509) 466-81 OS ,(before 9:00 p.m.) 



€l) ~bacal's J.}tabp anb JJgfJt €bamp(on 'Ql:oumtps 
June 23-25, 1995 

Cord :K.€ep 

Lacg.ti.on.: 'Jhe si.te is Coca.id at the Pi-. Cieon3e SY10wmobile CLu.b. 
from the :East tn:tvef. on liwy.16 West, tinn Left onto the O(d Cari.boo 

liwy. at the first set of (1-9hts beforn entering Pr.Cieor9e. Trnvd 
appi-ox.i.ma.tely 15 f..m sou.th ci,nd the O(d Cari.boo 3-Lwy ends ci,t a stop 
s1-9n. Tu.t"n Left onto liwy.97 S. and trn-vd 2.5 k,m. Tui-n Left onto 
Bucf..horn U,. Rel. Tn:wel apprnx.irna.tely 8 f.-m c:Cown and turn Left on-to 
Scott Rel. when the rncu! Ts. Travel a!ong Scott Rd.. until i.t ends at the 
Site. 

:from the South, turn i-1-9h-t on '.Bucf..hom. U,. Rd.. off liwy. 97 S. a.bout 
15 f..,m not"th of :Red '.R.oCR-. :FoUow th in-trnctions above. 
Site R.u!es u.nd Tees: 'Jhe site opens at 3pm '.Friday and cLoses a 6pm 
Sunday. The si.te fee i.s $5.00 Joi- those 16 and over. Them i.s a 
non-member su.i-coor9e of $4.00 fol" those 18 and over. This i.s a 
campi.ng event. Potable water wi.!! be availabLe on site. '.Primi.ti.ve 
outhouses. :A creek. runs thrn™3h the si.te. The site is discreetly wet, no 
offensive OT tli.scourteou.s beha.vwur wi.!! &e toLerntd, srnof.-i.r19 antl fires 
on.Ly i.n fu1-9na-tetl areas. Site rules wi.!! be stri.ctly enforcetl. 
Tou..-neys: :Arm.or i.nspection for the :Hea.vy Champion's Toui-ney wi.!! &e 
at 10;00am on June 24th. :Armor inspection foi- the Li-9ht Champion's 
Toui-ney wi.!! i.mmedi.ately foUow the :Hea.vy Tourney. '.Brir19 your 
T oui-ney Tiles l ! ! I Wootlen Tourney Tiles wiU &e requ-iTetl to enter the 
(i.sts. Tourney Tiles wiL( be ci,va,i.{.a.b(e on stte &y c:Conations. 
f"EQSt.: 'Jhere wiU &ea. feast a.t 6pm on the 24th. 'Jhe f eust is $10.00 Joi
those 12 yrs and over. $5.00 for those 6-12 yrs. 5 yi-s and u.rn:Lei- free. 
Ti.cR-Ets may &e availabLe on site but atlvance resei-vations by June 10th 
cue strong(y cu!visetl. 

Au.tocrg.t: :M.oreuJ '.M.acCorra.tn 
mka: :M.a.ureen Schmting 

R1V7 Site 25, Comp.lo 
:Pr .Cieor(3£, '.B.C. V2N 2JS 
(604-) 963-31~ e-mai.1: schul.ti..r19@cnc.be.c;c;i, 

HL Eleanora fitz John will provide a free lecture 
(on site) from 4:30 to 5:30. The topic: Chaucer's 
England. If you wish to attend, please register 
when you reserve your feast ticket. 

Reservation Deadline is: July 1,1995 

Tickets: Adult 
Child 

$16.00 
10.00 

We will need four servers/ clean-up crew, who 
will eat for free. Please call Edwina if you 
would like to volunteer. 

NOTICE: ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE PAID IN FULL BY 
THE RESERVATION DEADLINE TO BE GOOD RESERVATIONS. 
After the deadline, paid reservations take 
precedence. There will be a maximum of 40 tickets 
sold. 

Please make cheques payable to: The Groaning Board 

To make a reservation: Lady Edwina of Loxley (mka 
Linda Yoner) Box 159, Gibbons, AB TOA lNO (403) 
923-2864 (autotroll on duty) (e-mail to 
mgarriso@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca) 

Site: July 15, 1995; St Stephen's Anglo-Catholic 
Church, 10909 - 96 St., Edmonton, Alberta. 


